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Rhodes professor among best women scientists 
Khllnyl Ndllbf!nl HERALD REPORTER 
A RHODES University scientist's groundbreaking work In harnessing light 
for cancer therapy has won her a United Nations award worth almost R 1-
million. 
Named on Monday by the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (Unesco) as one of the world's top five ~E)(ceptlonal Women 
Scientists", Professor TebeHo Nyokong said winning the award was ~just 
like getting a Nobel Prize", 
She was also recognised for her work regarding environmental clean-
"ps. 
Nyokong, 57, grew up herding sheep in Lesotho and was unable to 
afford shoes. 
She now works in Rhodes University's chemistry department. She won 
the award for the Africa and Arab states catl!(Jory on World Science Day, 
which took place on Monday. 
~I didn't enter any of my work. I nstead I was selected after nominations 
from a network of 1000 members of the international SCientific 
community, ~ she said. 
She was Born in Lesotho in 1951, but spent most of her first eight years 
outside her country of birth. She initially chose arts subjects in high 
school but changed to scientific subjects two years before she wrote 
matric, managing to catch up on the work she'd missed in earlier grades. 
In 1972 she received her Cambridge Overseas School Certificate. In 
1977, she graduated from the National University of Lesotho, having 
spent her spare time researchi ng the role of chemistry In everyday 
African life, and obtained a Canadian International Development Agency 
Scholarship to undertake post-graduate studies. Four years later, she 
graduated with an MSc in chemistry, and after further study received a 
PhD from the University of Western Ontario in 1987. 
Nyokong then applied for and was granted a Fulbright fellowship for 
post-doctoral studies at the Un iversity of Notre Dame in the United 
States. 
On her return from abroad, Nyokong Joined Rhodes University in 1992 
as a lecturer. 
~ I joined Rhodes because I didn' t want to work at the universities in big 
cities like Johannesburg and cape Town. 
~ I progressed from junior lecturer to senior lecturer and then associate 
professor and I am now a fully-fledged professor," said the proud 
mother of two. 
Nyokong's work was described as more than meeting the award's 
mission to Mchange the face of science and support the advancement of 
women in the scientific field". 
The jury of 17 eminent world scientists Is headed by Professor Ahmed 
Zewail, Nobel Prize winner for chemistry in 1999. 
A statement from the organ isers of the L'Oreal -Unesco Awards for 
women In science described the winners yesterday as the Mworld's five 
most astounding women in international science". 
hnp:llwww.theherald.co.zaiheraldlnewsinI7_ 12112008.htm 
Page I of2 
§] 
[HERAlD 
online 
jtOM 
ABROAD .. 
elllHot$ Ie-II the-I, n orte, 
nelson mandela bay 
T O UR IS M 
1.-.£ NATIONAl. 
.. LOTIERY. 
STOCK "'" EXCHANGE j;~ . 
I 
200811 1/13 
